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Boston, Massachusetts

49-51 Commonwealth Avenue

When Beal Companies decided
to reuse bwo exsbng Simmore
College academic buldings in the
Back Bay area, 49 and 51 Common-
wealth Asenue, and comibing them
inta one resdential bulding, it
caled upen the expetis of Roge
Tugte, project manager for anchitect
CHTChilds Bertrnan Tseckares, Inc
Undar khis direction, craftsmien
carehilly laboded o protecl and
preseree the tava histanc buildings.

Thez result is & single building that
provides 24,000 souiand feet of
residential and comman spade a8
wirll ax an 8, 000-grosssouare-foat
windergroning padkang garags. The
anentation af the browniboned
commards a dtraightioresand lapoul
that places mioee public aneas tossand
the sreel sde and moe priabe
areas towward the rear ar alley s,
“The logic behind thes: leyout s dear
and eady to undestangd,” taid Turte

“The plar incorporatesd e
reuse and refinish of the exnting
miain entry westibule and the
entry hall,” he said. “Driginal
mshogany columns, wainsooting.
parsding and ceiing coffers were
ali pEedeneid, Each redsdence
slse includes original fireplace
mantes from the building, and
within some of the units, orginal
wood paneling  and  buill-ing
were restored and reused. Reuse
af  beautifully crafted details
ariginaly faund within the buld-
w1 was enportant Lo eerpane —
the owner, the architect and
the beiers,”

Ancther important desgn driver
wad A concem for falling eater

i

tables. Dwe te the inomease in
additional paved ard hard ares
during the years, the tearmn wornied
that a faling water table height
the  waod piles
supparting the buildings, causing
thieim 1@ ol — & oonditice st
has been plaguing the Back By
for many years. The solution was
b redirect migary all thae warber thiat
lalk on the site Back imte e g0l
withser bry dinect contact o 1o drpwesll
that l=ach the water back inta the
site, mecharging the saoil

would ey

reprinted from the 2006 new england edition of the rea Hﬂ]l}_ﬂ- CONStrecton review

muttiunit rezidential



Peihaps the peojects greatest
chalenige, horwever, win adcdineg the
underground garage. With a el
level of approcimately 146 feet
aberee e ke, i gamge fioor sty
just & fewe inches aboe the winber
table. Consequently, shoring up the
exiling buildings and providing a
termporary  sinaCiure during  the
Exntayaion vas exferme, mvabiing
many hours of work and tons of
sieel invested im the bulldings”

SEA-DAR CONSTRUCTION

ewating masorey walls, “IU was
giscovered that a number of
wooden pies along one of the
basbdings’ party walls had notted.”
said Tuttke. “The rotted piles resded
to e cut, dhag ancund and out off
for new urderpirming 1 suppan
the existing mascniny vealls.”

Thi beam worked together to
gyvercome these challenges. *1 am
proad 1l CET was invobeed @
the progect,” ssid Tuttle, “We were

respansitle lor creatireg mesicences
that are harciorne @ oomlpriakks,
In a greater contest, the bulding
remnairs a part of the urban fabric
of Boaton's Back Bay. VWe are proexd
to be a part of the rendavalion
process and equally proud of owr
effaris @ prederving a landmark
buildirg that will continue o
represent Boston's historye” B

— Lawra Carer
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